It is now twenty-three years since Abbe 
It is now twenty-three years since Abbe in America and Bennett in London first deliberately divided the posterior nerve roots for intractable pain, yet only about forty cases of the operation for this condition have been recorded, and the procedure has not up "till very recent times found a regular place in surgical technic. This is due partly no doubt to the rarity of cases suitable for it, but also to the somewhat equivocal results obtained, and to an exaggerated fear of the gravity of the necessary laminectomy. In only about one-third of these cases was the pain definitely stated to have been cured ; in many it returned in a modified or similar degree after an interval of some months, and in several, the condition gave place to insanity, hysteria or morphinism. I 
